NCSS Pandemic Response Plan
Updated February 8, 2021

At Nelson Christian School Society, during the COVID-19 pandemic, we place the safety of students, families and staff as our highest
concern. We are carefully following our Emergency Response plan, and various directives as outlined by the Ministry of Health, the
BC Health Officer, and the BC Ministry of Education. Because the situation changes, we continue to monitor and adapt as required.
This document outlines how all activities and programs within Nelson Christian School Society function within each of the five stages
of the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health’s framework.
Our desire as a society is to not only meet but exceed the COVID-19 safety requirements outlined below. Therefore, we may adjust
our practices at any point during the pandemic. When this occurs, we will inform any stakeholders as soon as possible.
Regardless of the stage that we are operating under, the Provincial Health Officer and the BC Centre for Disease Control issued the
following protocols:
•
•
•
•
•

Individuals with a confirmed case of COVID-19 must self-isolate
A person who has been in contact with someone with a confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19 must self-isolate
A person who has travelled outside of Canada (or a restricted area within Canada) must self-isolate for 14 days
Anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19 in the last ten days must self-isolate. Symptoms include fever, chills, worsening
cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, new muscle aches or headaches
Anyone who is awaiting the results of a COVID-19 test must self-isolate

BC Ministry of Education K-12 Restart Plan
BC's Restart Plan
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STAGE 1
Ministry of
Education
Guidelines
In-class instruction for Grades K-12
Learner cohorts in place
Cohort Restrictions:
•
60 for K-7
•
120 for 8-12
Students in Middle and High Schools
must wear masks when they are not: at
their workstation, eating, outdoors or a
barrier is in place. All school staff must
wear masks except if they are: at their
desk, eating, outdoors or a barrier is in
place.

Ministry of Health
Guidelines
Distance requirements removed for Learning
Groups
Practice hand hygiene including:
•
Washing hands for at least 20
seconds
•
Washing with soap and water
Practicing social distancing of 2 meters as much
as possible
Regular disinfecting of frequently used surfaces
Self-monitoring of health and symptoms. Stay
home if ill.

NCSS Brick and Mortar
Programs

NCSS DL Programs

All regular programs operating including:
•
Preschools: Restricted to 80% of
capacity
•
K-8 learning: Cohort capacity of 60
(including students & staff)
•
Field Trips and Off-site activities
permitted as long as hand hygiene,
sanitization and social distancing
protocols can be followed
Brick and mortar facilities require:
•
Facilities to operate as ‘closed’ to
public entry
•
Individuals outside of learning
cohorts to wear masks
•
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks within the
facility (04/02/21 directive) except if
they are at a workspace, eating,
outdoors or a barrier is on place. K-8
students do not need to wear masks
– unless required as part of a group
activity or field trip
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Students are not permitted to share
supplies or food
•
All students and staff participate in a
daily health check. Ill students and
staff are sent home to recover
•
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces
•
Moving parent/specialist meetings
outdoors or online
•
Increased and sanitized ventilation
systems

All regular activities allowed including:
•
CHEK ABC Learning Centres (This
includes NCCS, Cranbrook LC)
•
NCCS Blended Learning Program
•
Third Party Services (Regular and
Special Education)
•
Group activities and field trips - as
approved by administration
•
High school work experience, PHE
courses; and volunteer work
required to meet course SLP’s
•
All staff (teaching and EA support)
and visitors must wear masks when
working with students (04/02/21
directive).
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STAGE 2
Ministry of
Education
Guidelines
In-class instruction for Grades K-12

Ministry of Health
Guidelines
Distance requirements removed for Learning
Groups

Learner Cohorts in place
Cohort Restrictions:
•
60 for K-7
•
120 for 8-12
Students in Middle and High Schools
must wear masks when they are not: at
their workstation, eating, outdoors or a
barrier is in place. All school staff must
wear masks except if they are: at their
desk, eating, outdoors or a barrier is in
place.

Practice hand hygiene including:
•
Washing hands for at least 20
seconds
•
Washing with soap and water
Practicing social distancing of 2 meters as much
as possible
Regular disinfecting of frequently used surfaces
Monitoring of health and symptoms. Sent home
if ill.
Masks worn by all staff and visitors in common
areas and lunchrooms

NCSS Brick and Mortar
Programs

NCSS DL Programs

With proper sanitization, hygiene, density and
social distancing measures, the following
activities allowed including:
•
Preschools: Restricted to 80% of
capacity
•
K-8 learning: Cohort capacity of 60
(including students & staff)
•
Field trips will not be permitted. Offsite activities that do not involve
transportation will be allowed so
long as hand hygiene, sanitization
and social distancing measures can
be followed
Brick and mortar facilities require:
•
Facilities to operate as ‘closed’ to
public entry
•
Individuals outside of learning
cohorts to wear masks
•
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks within the
facility (04/02/21 directive) except if
they are at a workspace, eating,
outdoors or a barrier is on place. K-8
students do not need to wear masks
– unless required as part of a group
activity or field trip
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Students are not permitted to share
supplies or food
•
All students and staff participate in a
daily health check. Ill students and
staff are sent home to recover
•
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces

With proper sanitization, hygiene, density and
social distancing measures, the following
activities allowed including:
•
CHEK ABC Learning Centres – must
operate as a ‘closed’ facility
(Cranbrook Learning Centre)
•
NCCS Blended Learning Program –
must operate as a ‘closed’ facility
•
Third Party Services (Regular and
Special Education)
•
Group activities and field trips – are
suspended
•
High school work experience, PHE
courses; and volunteer work
required to meet course SLP’s
CHEK ABC requires:
•
Maximum density of 1 person per
44 sq ft. for enclosed spaces
•
Individuals outside of learning
cohorts to wear masks when inside
CHEK ABC facilities
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Daily health check for all staff/inperson students
•
Daily sanitization of frequent touch
spaces
•
Moving in-person meetings to
online (Zoom)
•
Outdoor meetings will be permitted
under certain circumstances
•
Mandatory health check prior to
entrance/participation in
facilities/programs
•
EA’s may continue to work inperson with SE students – using
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•
•

Moving parent/specialist meetings
outdoors or online
Increased and sanitized ventilation
systems

•
•
•
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social distancing, hand hygiene, and
space sanitization
Improved ventilation to enclosed
spaces
Masks worn by all staff and visitors
in common areas and lunchrooms
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks (04/02/21
directive) while working with
students.
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STAGE 3
Ministry of
Education
Guidelines
In-class instruction for Grades K-12 only
for:
•
Essential Service worker
children
•
Students with
disabilities/special needs
•
Students who require
additional supports
Limited in-person instructional time
Most students participate in remote
learning
Learner Cohorts in place
Cohort Restrictions:
•
30 for K-7
•
60 for 8-12
Students in Middle and High Schools
must wear masks when they are not: at
their workstation, eating, outdoors or a
barrier is in place. All school staff must
wear masks except if they are: at their
desk, eating, outdoors or a barrier is in
place.

Ministry of Health
Guidelines
Density requirements to a maximum of 50%
Practice hand hygiene including:
•
Washing hands for at least 20
seconds
•
Washing with soap and water
Practicing social distancing of 2 meters as much
as possible
Regular disinfecting of frequently used surfaces
Monitoring of health and symptoms. Sent home
if ill.
Masks worn by all staff and visitors in common
areas and lunchrooms

NCSS Brick and Mortar
Programs

NCSS DL Programs

With proper sanitization, hygiene, density and
social distancing measures, the following
activities allowed including:
•
Preschools: Will suspend operation
•
K-8 learning: Will transition to
remote and online learning. In-class
learning will only be provided for:
o
Essential Service worker
children
o
Students with
disabilities/special needs
o
Students who require
additional supports
•
Maximum cohorts of 30 including
staff and students
•
Field trips and off-site activities will
not be permitted.
Brick and mortar facilities require:
•
Facilities to operate as ‘closed’ to
public entry
•
Individuals outside of learning
cohorts to wear masks
•
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks within the
facility (04/02/21 directive) except if
they are at a workspace, eating,
outdoors or a barrier is on place. K-8
students do not need to wear masks
– unless required as part of a group
activity or field trip
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Students are not permitted to share
supplies or food

CHEK ABC Learning Centres will either move to
online delivery or suspend operation
(Cranbrook Learning Centre)
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NCCS Blended Learning Program will either
move to online delivery or suspend operation
In-person Third Party Services (Regular and
Special Education) will be suspended. Online
delivery will only be allowed.
No group activities or field trips allowed
Central office staff will work primarily from
home office with minimal staff present at the
central office.
High school work experience; volunteerism and
PHE requirements will be suspended. Individual
projects will be implemented in lieu.
CHEK ABC also requires:
•
Maximum density of 1 person per
44 sq ft. for all enclosed spaces
•
All staff and visitors to wear masks
when inside CHEK ABC facilities
•
Daily health check for all staff
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces
•
Moving in-person meetings to
online (Zoom)
•
Outdoor meetings will be permitted
under certain circumstances
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•

•
•
•

All students and staff participate in a
daily health check. Ill students and
staff are sent home to recover
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces
Moving parent/specialist meetings
outdoors or online
Increased and sanitized ventilation
systems
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•

•
•
•
•

Mandatory health check prior to
entrance/participation in
facilities/programs
EA’s will work with students
electronically
Increased ventilation to enclosed
spaces
Masks worn by all staff and visitors
in common areas and lunchrooms
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks (04/02/21
directive) while working with
students.
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STAGE 4
Ministry of
Education
Guidelines
In-class instruction for Grades K-12 only
for:
•
Essential Service worker
children
•
Students with
disabilities/special needs
•
Students who require
additional supports
Limited in-person instructional time
Most students participate in remote or
online learning
Learner Cohorts in place
Cohort Restrictions:
•
30 for K-7
•
30 for 8-12
Students in Middle and High Schools
must wear masks when they are not: at
their workstation, eating, outdoors or a
barrier is in place. All school staff must
wear masks except if they are: at their
desk, eating, outdoors or a barrier is in
place.

Ministry of Health
Guidelines
Density requirements to a maximum of 25%
Practice hand hygiene including:
•
Washing hands for at least 20
seconds
•
Washing with soap and water
Practicing social distancing of 2 meters as much
as possible
Regular disinfecting of frequently used surfaces
Monitoring of health and symptoms. Sent home
if ill.
Masks worn by all staff and visitors in common
areas and lunchrooms

NCSS Brick and Mortar
Programs

NCSS DL Programs

With proper sanitization, hygiene, density and
social distancing measures, the following
activities allowed including:
•
Preschools: Will suspend operation
•
K-8 learning: Will transition to
remote and online learning. In-class
learning will only be provided for:
o
Essential Service worker
children
o
Students with
disabilities/special needs
o
Students who require
additional supports
•
Maximum cohorts of 30 including
staff and students
•
Field trips and off-site activities will
not be permitted.
•
All students and staff participate in a
daily health check. Ill students and
staff are sent home to recover.
Brick and mortar facilities require:
•
Facilities to operate as ‘closed’ to
public entry
•
Individuals outside of learning
cohorts to wear masks
•
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks within the
facility (04/02/21 directive) except if
they are at a workspace, eating,
outdoors or a barrier is on place. K-8
students do not need to wear masks
– unless required as part of a group
activity or field trip
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities

CHEK ABC Learning Centres will either move to
online delivery or suspend operation
(Cranbrook Learning Centre)
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NCCS Blended Learning Program will either
move to online delivery or suspend operation
In-person Third Party Services (Regular and
Special Education) will be suspended. Online
delivery will only be allowed.
No group activities or field trips allowed
Central office staff will work primarily from
home office with minimal staff present at the
central office.
High school work experience; volunteerism and
PHE requirements will be suspended. Individual
projects will be implemented in lieu.
CHEK ABC also requires:
•
Maximum density of 1 person per
44 sq ft. for all enclosed spaces
•
All staff and visitors to wear masks
when inside CHEK ABC facilities
•
Daily health check for all staff
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces
•
Moving in-person meetings to
online (Zoom)
•
Outdoor meetings will be permitted
under certain circumstances
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•
•

•
•
•

Students are not permitted to share
supplies or food
All students and staff participate in a
daily health check. Ill students and
staff are sent home to recover
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces
Moving parent/specialist meetings
outdoors or online
Increased and sanitized ventilation
systems

•

•
•
•
•

Mandatory health check prior to
entrance/participation in
facilities/programs
EA’s will work with students
electronically
Increased ventilation fore enclosed
spaces
Masks worn by all staff and visitors
in common areas and lunchrooms
All staff (teaching and support) and
visitors must wear masks (04/02/21
directive) if they are in contact with
students

STAGE 5
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Ministry of
Education
Guidelines
Suspend all in-class instruction
Remote and online learning in place for
all students

Ministry of Health
Guidelines
Practice hand hygiene including:
•
Washing hands for at least 20
seconds
•
Washing with soap and water
Practicing social distancing of 2 meters as much
as possible

NCSS Brick and Mortar
Programs
The following activities will occur:
•
Preschools: Will suspend operation
•
K-8 learning: Will transition to
remote and online learning.
•
Field trips and off-site activities will
not be permitted.

NCSS DL Programs

CHEK ABC Learning Centres will either move to
online delivery or suspend operation
(Cranbrook Learning Centre)
NCCS Blended Learning Program will either
move to online delivery or suspend operation

Regular disinfecting of frequently used surfaces

In-person Third Party Services (Regular and
Special Education) will be suspended. Online
delivery will only be allowed

Masks worn by all staff and visitors in common
areas and lunchrooms

No group activities or field trips allowed
Central office staff will work from a home office
with at maximum 2 staff members present at
the central office
High school work experience; volunteerism and
PHE requirements will be suspended. Individual
projects will be implemented in lieu.
CHEK ABC also requires:
•
Maximum density of 1 person per
44 sq ft. for all enclosed spaces
•
All staff and visitors to wear masks
when inside CHEK ABC facilities
•
Daily health check for all staff
•
Hand sanitizing upon entrance to
facilities
•
Daily sanitization of frequently
touched spaces
•
Moving all in-person meetings to
online (Zoom)
•
Outdoor meetings will not be
permitted
•
Mandatory health check prior to
entrance of facilities
•
EA’s will work with students
electronically
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•
•
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Increased ventilation to enclosed
spaces
Masks worn by all staff and visitors
in common areas and lunchrooms

10

